Private Alfred Victor HART

2341 — 31st Battalion, 4th Reinforcement
Born: 4 Aug 1893, Peak Hill, NSW.

Next of Kin: Father, Ernest Hart - the Gap, Molong.
Occupation: Labourer

District Connection: Cumnock, Molong

Enlistment Date: 7 Aug 1915 Lithgow

Enlistment Age: 21 yrs 2 months

Embarkation: 14 Mar 1916 - Sydney HMAT A68 Anchises
Served: Western Front - POW Limburg, Germany

Fate: RTA 9 Feb 1919

Honour Boards: Cumnock Memorial Gates, Cabonne
Council Chambers, Molong.

Biography:

Alfred Victor Hart was the eldest son of Ernest and Annie Louise (nee Clifton) Hart. He had two sisters,
Lavinia and Gladys. His mother Annie died in 1898 and his father remarried in 1902 in Peak Hill to Sarah
Armstrong. Ernest and Sarah had eight children - Edward, Stanley, Dulcie, Gordon, Pearl, Leslie, Phyllis
and Bertha.

Ernest and Sarah spent some years in the Bathurst area from around 1906 to 1912 before going to
Molong to live at “The Gap” around 1914. Ernest’s parents, Thomas and Julia Hart, had settled at “The
Gap”in 1876.

Alfred, known as Victor, lived with his parents at “The Gap” but most likely found work around the
Cumnock and Molong areas. He played cricket for Larras Lake in 1914 and 1915.

Victor enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force (AlF) on 7 Aug 1915 and undertook his medical
examination at Lithgow on 17 Aug 1915. He was 21 years and 2 months old, 5 feet 8 inches tall, had grey
eyes, light brown hair and a fair complexion. He was of the Church of England religious denomination
and his father, Ernest, was listed as his next of kin.

The Molong Argus - 16 Oct 1915, p9, reported:

“The Railway station was crowded on Tuesday night with townspeople, who had assembled to give
Pte Goldspink a parting cheer. The band played suitable airs, and much enthusiasm prevailed. As the
train drew out, the air was rent with cheers and the strains of ‘He’s a jolly good fellow.’ Ptes W Starr,
Copper Hill; J Murray, Cumnock; and A Hart, The Gap, who had also been visiting the district on final
leave, shared the deserving plaudits of the admiring crowd.”

Pte Hart embarked on HMAT Anchises from Melbourne on 14 Mar 2016 as a member of the 31st Btn.
The ship sailed via Colombo to Suez, where the troops disembarked on 5 Apr 1916.

The 31st Btn became part of the HMAT ANCHISES, MELBOURNE }
newly raised 5th Australian 14 Mar 1916 " A 5
Division in Egypt and comprised T

of the 29th, 30th, 32nd, 53rd,
54th, 55th, 56th, 57th, 58th, 59th
and 31st battalions.

The battalions trained in Egypt
until joining the British
Expeditionary Forces and
embarked at Alexandria on

20 June 1916. They disembarked
at Marseilles on 30 June 1916.




The 31st Battalion fought its first major battle at Fromelles on 19 July 1916, having only entered the front
-line trenches three days previously. The attack was a disastrous introduction to battle for the 31st Btn!
It suffered 572 casualties, over half of its strength. Pte Hart was fortunate to have survived this battle.

The 31st Btn had been training in wood fighting near Fleurbaix, in northern =y
France, in early September and on 17th undertook an inspection of a front > Fleurbaix’,
line sector. Pte Hart was reported as wounded In action on 17 Sep 1916 1
with a gunshot wound to his right leg. He was transferred to the 3rd

Canadian General Hospital at Boulogne and transported to England on 19
Sep 1916, where he was admitted to the Northamptonshire War Hospital.

Pte Hart did not return to France until 20 Jun 1917 and rejoined his unit near

Fleurbaix on 1 August 1917.

On 26 Sep 1917, the 31st Btn, as part of the 5th Division, took part in the attack of Polygon Wood. The
attack commenced at 5.50 am with the Australian 4th & 5th Divisions and 5 British divisions following an
artillery barrage on a 10 km front. The 4th & 5th Divisions were responsible for a front of about 2,500
metres. The Australian 4th Division captured all its objectives and sustained 1,717 casualties. The more
heavily engaged 5th Division suffered 5,471 dead and wounded.

The 31st Btn went into action with 21 Officers and 689 Over Ranks. They finished the action with a loss
of 15 Officers (8 killed and 7 wounded) and 418 Other Ranks (80 killed, 305 wounded and 33
unaccounted for). Pte Victor Hart was presumed killed in action.

The Molong Argus - 19 Oct 1917, p4, reported:

“On Wednesday word was received from the Military Authorities that yet another local lad had made
the great sacrifice in defence of the Empire. The victim on this occasion is Signaller AV Hart, of The
Gap, who was killed in action in France on 26th September. In the absence of the Rev Mr Leavere,
the Rev Mr Smith broke the sad news to the family yesterday morning. We extend our sympathy to
the bereaved relatives on the death of the young hero.”

However, Pte Hart had been taken a prisoner by the Germans on the 26 September, was not wounded,
and was interred as a Prisoner of War (POW) in Limburg Camp. Limburg lies in western Hessen on the
river Lahn, Germany. His family were not notified until a few months later that he was a POW.

The Australian War Museum records that: “In all, 3,850 Australians were captured by the Germans on
the Western Front between 1916 and 1918. A total of 395 Australians died during captivity in WW1.

When the first Australian prisoners of war were taken by the Germans in July 1916, a separate
department of the Australian Red Cross Society (ARCS) was formed to take care of them. The ACRS
despatched 395,695 food parcels and 36,339 clothing parcels.

Millions of prisoners were assigned to work parties that supported the German domestic economy.
These POWs spent the rest of the war working on farms, in mines, forests and factories.”

In a letter to his parents printed in the Kalgoorlie - 3 Jan 1918, p3, Pte Horace Ginbey, 5297 - 11th Btn,
said of the Limburg Camp which he was also a POW:

“Things are very comfortable. We have a mattress of straw six inches thick, two blankets, and good
buildings to live in. | have met some of the boys who have been prisoners for three years and they
are all looking well.”

Camp de Limburg (Hesse Nassau). Vue prise de la tour du camp

@ Limburg an
derLahn




WW1 ended on 18 Nov 1918 but it was not until 16 Dec 1918 until Pte Victor Hart was repatriated to
Ripon, England. According to Red Cross files he moved to London on 18 Dec 1918

On 14 Feb 1919, Victor left England per HT Ascanius (the same ship he left Australia on) and arrived in
Australia on 26 Mar 1919. He was discharged from the AIF on 19 May 1919 and received the British War
Medal and the Victory Medal.

Victor had two uncles who also served in the AIF during WW1.
e Pte Frederick William Hart - 3323 3rd Btn, who was also a German POW from 20 Jul 1916. He
also sailed home to Australia on HT Ascanius, arriving on 26 Mar 1919.
e Lance Corporal Henry Bert Hart - 122 1st Tunnelling Company. Enlisted 26 Oct 1915 and returned
to Australia in May 1919.

An inscribed gold medal from the residents of Cumnock was presented to L/Cpl Bert Hart and medals
given to him for his brother and nephew at a ceremony at Leary’s Hall in November 1919.

The Molong Argus - 21 May 1920, p2, reported:

“At the Cumnock Police Court last Friday before Mr Helm. P.M., AV Hart pleaded guilty to two
charges, viz., being drunk and disorderly and using indecent language in Cumnock on the night of the
28th April.” He was fined and also had to pay court costs.

The Australian Electoral Rolls list Alfred Victor as living in East Sydney and working as a labourer from
1930 to 1935.

On 1 Aug 1940, Victor enlisted in the Australian Army in WW2, at Paddington, Sydney. He stated his
age as 45 years and 7 months old, that his occupation was a road constructor and that he was single.
As his father Ernest had died on 7 Oct 1934 at Molong, aged 62 years, he listed his step-brother,
Stanley Hart, as his next of kin.

Pte Victor Hart, N7740, was taken on strength with No. 16 Garrison Btn at Hay, NSW. On 3 Apr 1941,
Victor was admitted to Prince Henry Hospital, Sydney for treatment of Papilloma of Bladder. He was
discharged from the Army on 8 Nov 1941 as medically unfit.

Alfred Victor Hart died on 20 Sep 1945, at Balmain, aged 50 years. He was buried in the Church of
England section of the Macquarie Park Cemetery, Sydney. His military inscription reads:
2341 Pvte. 31 Batt. A.lLF. Son of Ernest & Annie Louise Hart.

Dianne Strahan & Val McKenzie, August 2022,
www.cumnocknswmemorials.com
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