+ PTE Arnold Sydney ASTILL
4659 - 19" Battalion, 12 Reinforcements

Born: Jan 1893, Yullundry, registered Molong
Parents: William Thomas & Mary Astill
Occupation: Farm hand

District Connection: Yullundry, Cumnock.
Enlistment Date: 5 Nov 1915, Holdsworthy

Enlistment Age: 22yrs
Embarkation: 14 Apr 1916, Sydney, HMAT Ceramic A40
Served: France

Fate: KIA 14 Nov 1916, Flers, France — 24yrs.
No known grave.

Honour Boards: Australian National Memorial, Villers-
Bretonneux, France; National War Museum, Canberra;
Cumnock War Memorial Gates; Wellington War Memorial.

Biography:

Arnold (Mick) Sydney Astill was the fourth child of eleven children by William Thomas and Mary Astill:-
William born1889, died 1890; Joseph born 1890; Maria born1892; Arnold born 1893; Emily born 1895, died
1896; Linda born 1896, died 1913; Nellie born 1899; Edith born 1905; Stanley born 1905, died 1906; Elsie
born 1906; and Bertie born and died 1909.

William Thomas Astill was born at Orange in 1858, the son of Thomas and Harriett Astill. Thomas and
Harriet settled on a selection of land along the Yullundry Creek around 1876. Thomas was one of the men
responsible for setting up a temporary school dwelling on an acre of his land along the east bank of
Yullundry Creek. It wasn’t until November 1880 that a Provisional School was opened on the site.

William Astill married Mary Staines, daughter of Isaac & Winifred Staines in 1887, registered in Molong.
William bought Kurragong Farm, Anover’s Creek, Yullundry, during the 1890s,and grew wheat and grazed
merino sheep. Local newspaper reports state that William Astill built a new residence at Yullundry in 1910,
and in September 1911, installed a 6hp IHC engine and three shearing machines in his shearing shed.

Arnold played football for Cumnock in 1908, and was hospitalised at Molong in April 1914 with diphtheria,
but recovered with no ill effects. Arnold first enlisted in the AIF at Liverpool on 5 Jan 1915, aged 22yrs, and
served with the 4th Reinforcements, 3rd Btn, until thel3 Mar 1915, when he was discharged at his own
request. He reenlisted on 5 Nov 1915 and was stated to be 5 feet 5 inches tall, of medium complexion, with
brown eyes and light brown hair, and was of the Church of England religious denomination. He embarked
from Sydney on 14 Apr 1916 with the 12th Reinforcements, 19th Btn, and sailed to Egypt.

On 29 May 1916, Pte Astill left Egypt on HMT Megantic and arrived in Plymouth, England, on 7 Jun 1916.
He trained with the 5th Training Btn at Perham Downs and was charged with the offence of “Using obscene
language to a NCO” on 14 Jun 1916, for which he had to forfeit 3 days pay. He proceeded to France on

9 Sep 1916. He joined the 19th Btn on 26 Sep 1916 at Ypres, Belgium.

Arnold’s older brother, Joseph Henry Astill, a farmer, was granted absolute exemption from enlisting in
November 1916, due to there being only 2 sons in the family with one, Arnold, being at the front.

In late October the 19th Btn moved to Ribemont, France, and on 9 Nov 1916, relieved the 17th Btn in the
trenches at Flers. On the 14 Nov 1916, the 19th Btn took part in an attack on the ‘Maze’ defence system at
Flers, and captured and defended a salient deep within the German lines. For two days and nights the
19th Btn held this position against counter attacks and intense shelling. Of the 451 all ranks who went into
the attack, 381 became casualties. Pte Arnold Astill was killed early on the morning of the 14 Nov 1916 by
a shell burst.



The Wellington Times — 8 Mar 1917, p3 reported:

“Mr WT Astill, of Anover’s Creek, Yeoval road, received word on Monday last that his son, Private
Arnold S Astill, aged 24 yrs, had been killed in France. The deceased, who enlisted some time ago, had left
Australia about 12 months. After undergoing a course of training in England, he was sent to France in
September last year, and was reported as missing in November last. Private Astill was born at Yullundry,
and was well known though the district. Deep sympathy is expressed to his sorrowing relatives, of whom
there are many in the district.”

William Astill and his family moved to the cottage, ‘Dunbarton’ at Cumnock, in August 1917. William died on
15 July 1918, aged 60yrs. An inquest was held into his death as he died suddenly after bringing up some
cows for his wife to milk. The cause of his death was attributed to heart failure, consequent upon fatty
degeneration of the heart. Mary stated her husband had 1150 acres of freehold, known as “Currajong”, and
held about 75 acres in the town of Cumnock. (The Molong Argus — 19 July 1918, p3)

Mary Astill died on 21 Sep 1918, aged 54yrs, and was buried in the Church of England portion of the
Cumnock Cemetery beside her husband. Four daughters and a son remained of the family at that time.

Private Arnold Astill was commemorated at the 2016 Cumnock Anzac Day ceremony by his great, great
nephew, Gary McGlone, a Vietham veteran from Townsville, and other members of the Astill family.

© Dianne Strahan and Val McKenzie, August 2016.

Left: A section of the German Trench known as “the Maze”.
From the book, “Fighting Nineteenth”, a history of the 19" Infantry
Battalion 1915-1918, by Wayne Matthews and David Wilson, 2011.

Below left: Australian National Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux,
France

Below right: Monument erected to Private Arnold S Astill by his
brother and sisters, Cumnock Cemetery.
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