
 

Brief Biography:   
 

Robert Henry and Emily (nee Willard) Carpenter married 1901, registered Cowra, and moved to 
“Rockvale”, Dilga in 1913 and had eleven children: Charles W b1902; Olive M b1903; Doris W b1904; 
Robert J b1906; Clarence H b1908; Claude F b1910; Gladys E b1911; Meryl b1912; William I b1915; 
Decima Joyce b1919; and Kenneth W b1920.   
 
Robert worked the farm until his death in 1963 age 92 years. Emily moved to a cottage in Bruce Street, 
Cumnock and died, aged 85 years, on 29 May 1964. The couple are buried in the Cumnock Cemetery. 
 
Decima (known as Joyce), the Latin baby name meaning of Decima is “Tenth.” Joyce enlisted in the 
Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force (WAAAF) on 5 Mar 1942. Joyce’s online war records are not 
presently opened so her service details are unknown. WAAAFs served in 73 different trades, ranging from 
clerical and administrative positions to technical workers on aircraft, in all levels of command. 
 
The Wellington Times – 7 Jan 1946, p6, reported on a Welcome Home to Cumnock’s war veterans, one of 
whom was Sergeant Joyce Carpenter. Four of Joyce’s brothers also served in WW2 –  three of them being 
Claude, William and Kenneth.  
 
After the war, Joyce worked at a Sydney branch of the Commercial Bank of Australia. The Sun, Sydney – 
30 Oct 1946, p5 reported that: 
 

 “Ex-WAAAF Joyce was a candidate in the “Queen of Services” competition in aid of the RAAF 
Memorial Centres for ex-servicemen suffering from war neurosis. Miss Carpenter, who is sponsored by 
Jas. Hardie Trading Co. Pty Ltd, and was born at Cumnock, NSW, served in the WAAAF for over four years 
and now has a job with Trans-Australia Airlines. 
She had brown hair, blue eyes, is 5ft 6in. tall. Favourite sports are tennis, hockey and horse riding, and her 
greatest ambition is to travel.” 
 
In November 1951 Joyce moved to Fiji to work with a New Zealand bank. She married Bruce Lawler, of 
Suva, Fiji around 1952/3. They had a son, Gregory.  
 
Joyce Lawler died in Fiji in 2006, aged 88 years. 
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