MName

Service

Service Mumber
Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Date of Enlistment
Locality on Enlistment

Place of Enlistment

DURR, JOHN
Australian Army
M195696

27 Jul 1913
MOLOMG, NSW
23 Apr 1941
MOLOMG, NSW

MOLOMNG, NSW

Mext of Kin DURR, C

Date of Discharge 09 Mov 1845

Rank Private

Posting at Discharge 54 AUSTRALIAM INFANTRY BATTALION

Brief Biography:

John (Jack) Durr was one of five children of Charles Henry and Adelaide Durr. The other children were:
Joan, born 1917; Maria (Marie) born 1925; Charles (Chub), born 1920; and George (Mick), born 1927.

Charles Henry Durr was a son of William and Bridget Durr. William came to Cumnock in the early 1870s
to work for Francis Lord, of Burrawong and later for John McNiven of Cardington. William established one
of the first dairies in Cumnock at his property, “Burndale.”

Charles Henry Durr married Adelaide Dorothy Sloane at Wellington on 7 Mar 1916. Charles Henry farmed
on properties he bought from Burrawong and Jim Leary. He established a slaughter yards on the Baldry
Road and opened a butcher shop in Cumnock in 1920. Charles Henry was also a partner with Martin
Dwyer in running the Cumnock Picture Theatre from 1939 to 1947. The Durr children attended the
Catholic Convent School and participated in many concerts during their educational years.

Jack Durr was 22 years and 9 months old when he enlisted in the Australian Army on 23 Apr 1941, at
Molong. His description stated he was a farmer, single, 5 feet 10 inches tall, had blue eyes, a fair
complexion and auburn hair. His father, Charles Henry Durr, was listed as his next of kin and his religious
denomination was Roman Catholic.

Pte John Durr was called up for full-time duty on 2 Jan 1942. According to news reports in the Molong
Express & Central Western Daily (CWD), he returned to Cumnock on leave during January, April and May
1942. He was hospitalised with mumps from 23 Jun - 20 Jul 1942 at Walgrove Army Camp, which was
located west of Sydney.

On 20 Jul 1942, Pte Durr embarked at Melbourne on the SS Van Heutsz and disembarked at Fremantle
28 July. Pte Durr was admitted to the 110 Australian General Hospital near Perth, from an accidental
fracture of his left arm (radius) from 16 Oct - 22 Dec 1943.

He returned to Cumnock on leave in early February 1944 and embarked at Sydney per SS Marella on
23 Feb 1944 and disembarked at Townsville on 4 March. Pte Durr was transferred to 25th Australian
Infantry Battalion (AIB) on 10 Jun 1944. The 25th was part of the 7th Brigade, which was comprised of the
9th/49th, 15th, and 61st Battalions.

He embarked at Cairns per SS Katoomba on 20 July and disembarked at
Madang, northern coast of Papua New Guinea, on the 24 July.

“Madang had been taken from Japanese occupation by troops from the 8th and
15th Infantry Brigades in late April 1944. In the aftermath of the campaign the
Australian 5th Division was tasked with providing a garrison force for the north-
east coast of New Guinea, patrolling the area around Madang.”

Battle of Madang - Wikipedia
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Madang

Pte Durr left Madang per SS Santa Monica on 12 Nov 1944, and disembarked at Torokina, Bougainville,
on 14 November.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Madang

“The 25th served in both the Central and
Southern Sectors in Bougainville. In the
Central Sector, the 25th relieved the 9th and
captured Pearl Ridge on 30 December. In
January the 25th was transferred to the
Southern Sector, where it joined the
brigade's advance to the Puriata River until
March. Leaving from Motupena Point the
battalion followed the coast to Toko and
headed inland to Slater's Knoll on the bank
of the Puriata. One of its companies made a
successful bayonet charge at Kero Creek on
the way. Three days later Corporal Reginald
Rattey was awarded a VC for capturing a
series of Japanese posts. However, the
Japanese counter-attack fell against the
25th at Slater's Knoll. Surrounded and
outnumbered, the battalion repealed
numerous attacks from two Japanese

BOUGAINVILLE. 1945-04-05. AWM 090363

regiments fr om 26 March to 5 April. If not for A B SQUADRON, 2/4 Armoured regiment Matilda Tank
the timely arrival of tanks from the 2/4th supported by 25th AIB troops moving back to B Echelon
Armoured Regiment the 25th might from Slater’s Knoll after the attack against the Japanese.

have been overrun.

The 7th Brigade was relieved on 15 April by the 29th Brigade. [issan Papua
The 25th took no further part in the campaign but members of the
battalion were involved in the surrender ceremony in Torokina.”
25th Australian Infantry Battalion | Australian War Memorial (awm.gov.au)

Combat operations on Bougainville ended with the surrender of
Japanese forces on Bougainville on 21 August 1945. Pte Durr
embarked at Torokina per SS Duntroon 26 Jul 1945 and
disembarked at Newcastle on 1 Aug 1945.

Pte Durr was transferred to Queensland in August 1945.
The Molong Express and Western District Advertiser (WDA) -
21 Sep 1945, p6, reported:

“Writing to his parents from a Northern camp, recently vacated by
USA troops, Private J Durr states the camp was a revelation after the Australian units. All modern
conveniences, even to a free laundry and pressing service, with a tram stop at the gates, were provided.”

A further report in the Molong Express & CWD - 16 Nov 1945, p4, stated that he had returned to
Cumnock and had had an attack of Malaria since his return.

Pte Durr was discharged at his own request on compassionate grounds on 19 Nov 1945. He received
the 1939 Star, the Pacific Star, the War Medal and the Australian Service Medal.

The Wellington Times - 7 Jan 1946, p6, reported on a welcome home given to the servicewomen and
men at the Cumnock Picture Theatre on New Year’s Eve. John and Charles Durr— his brother, 130036
RAAF, enlisted 15 Jan 1943 an discharged 18 Mar 1946— were two veterans who attended the event.
John's sister, Joan Durr, also served as a Lieutenant in the Army NX138800 - as a nursing sister.

John Durr resumed farming in Cumnock after his discharge from the Army.
The Wellington Times - 25 May 1950, p12, reported that he married Elizabeth Kelso at St Therese’s
Catholic Church, Lakemba, on 13 May 1950.

Elizabeth had served in the RAAF in WW2 as Aircraftwoman 106501, enlisting in Sydney on 22 Sep
1942 and discharged on 9 Oct 1946. They had 3 sons, John Charles, Peter Andrew, and Anthony
Gerard, and a daughter, Margaret Mary.

The Australian Electoral rolls list John and Elizabeth Durr living and farming at Cumnock until 1954,
farming at Boorowa in 1958 and 1962, and at Queanbeyan in 1972 and 1977.
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https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U56106

John Durr died, aged 94 years, on 20 Oct 2012 at Bupa, Aged Care Home, Aranda, ACT.
He is buried in the Catholic portion of the Cumnock Cemetery.

Elizabeth Durr died, aged 99 years, on 2 May 2021.
The Durr family are included in the “The Crossroads - The History of Cumnock”, by Joan Marriott, 1993.
Thank you to members of the Durr family who have assisted with information and photos in the

compilation of this profile. Not many photos of John are now available, apparently due to a house fire in
which all early photos of John were destroyed.

© Dianne Strahan & Val McKenzie, November 2022, www.cumnocknswmemotrials.com

JOHN “JACK” Durr
27 Jul 1918 - 20 Oct 2012
Loving son, Brother, Husband, Father & Grandfather
Though the world may have thought it improper
to wear such old rubbish as that.
I’'d have scorned the best London made topper
In exchange for my old battered hat.
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Cumnock War Memorial Gates, Obley Street, Cumnock,
and WW2 Honour Plaque.




