
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biography: 
Malcolm Robsart Baird (known as Robert) MacCulloch was one of six children born to Kennedy 
McIntosh (nee Baird) and Fenelon Selwyn MS MacCulloch. Fenelon (but known as Selwyn) MacCulloch 
was the son of Thomas MacCulloch who purchased Yeoval, together with 14,114 sheep and 180 head 
of cattle, for £5,549 in 1869 from Andrew Bogle Paterson (Banjo Paterson’s father).  
 
Selwyn married Kennedy MacIntosh Baird (daughter of David Donald Baird of “The Springs”, Toongi, 
NSW.) at “The Springs” on 22 July 1891. They had six sons: Alister B 1891; Ian B 1893; Major (Sam) B 
1896; Malcolm B 1897; Kennedy B1899; and Ronald Keith B 1900. 
 
Selwyn became overseer of “Buckinbah Station”, around 1889. He died, aged 52 years at Yeoval on       
12 March 1906.  In October 1906, an advertisement was placed in the Sydney Morning Herald for a 
“competent tutor for 5 boys”. In 1908, Buckinbah (20,399 acres or 8,255 hectares) was offered for sale 
and attracted an offer of £60,000 which was not accepted.  Buckinbah was subsequently subdivided into 
55 freehold farms and offered for sale in blocks of 40 acres (16 hectares) to 880 acres (350 hectares).  
All the blocks were sold by 1913, with the last six blocks (2,195 acres - 888 hectares) being sold to the 
NSW Government for closer settlement. A remaining part of Buckinbah Station around the homestead 
(reportedly 4,494 acres - 1,819 hectares) was sold to Mr. Robert Bruce, of Myrangle, Cumnock at “a 
highly satisfactory price” in August 1913, after 44 years in family ownership.  
 
Five of the MacCulloch brothers enlisted in WW1. The youngest brother, Ronald, was too young to 
enlist. All were born and raised at 'Buckinbah' and attended Yeoval Public School. Malcolm and Keith 
also attended a Grammar School in Sydney, according to the Wellington Times – 4 Feb 1915, p6.   

 
Three of the brothers enlisted from Apr – Jun 1915 and all served with 
the 6th Light Horse Regiment (LHR): 1269 Pte Ian Hamilton 
MacCulloch, 1273 Pte Major MacCulloch and 1272 Pte Malcolm 
MacCulloch. The 6th Light Horse Regiment distinguished itself from all 
other Light Horse Regiments with the use of the wallaby fur puggaree 
around the slouch hat. (Photo L to R: Ian, Malcolm & Major MacCulloch) 
 
Second Lieut. Alister MacCulloch – 18701, 7 Field Artillery Brigade,  
enlisted on 31 Dec 1915. He embarked at Sydney on 11 May 1916 on 
HMAT Argyllshire A8 for England. Pte Kennedy MacCulloch - 66755, 
did not enlist until 12 Aug 1918 but only served a month and  was 
demobilised on November 1918, with the end of WW1.                                                                           
 
When Malcolm enlisted at Liverpool, he was 18 years old, a farmer, he 
had spent two years in the Senior Cadets, was 5 feet 6 inches tall, with 
brown eyes, black hair and a dark complexion and was of the 
Presbyterian religious denomination. His mother was his next of kin. 
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Born:  29 May 1897, Yeoval, NSW. 

Parents: Kennedy and Fenelon SC MacCulloch 

Occupation: Farmer 

District Connection: Yeoval 

Enlistment Date: 6 Jun 1915, Liverpool, Sydney. 

Enlistment Age: 18yrs 

Embarkation: 30 Sep 1915, Sydney, HMAT Argyllshire A8. 

Served: Egypt. 

Fate: RTA 17 Aug 1919, HT Oxfordshire 

Honour Boards: Yeoval WW1 Memorial Board; & Cumnock War 
Memorial Gates.  



The three brothers had  leave in August 1915. The Dubbo Liberal & Macquarie Advocate - 31 Aug 1915, 
p2, stated: “They were met by their mother at Cumnock, and three finer stamps of Australian manhood 
one couldn’t wish to see. The brothers were cheered all along the streets of Cumnock [on their way to 
Yeoval].” 
 
The Wellington Times - 9 Sep 1915, p5,  reported that, on Wednesday evening 25 August 1915, a large 
crowd of friends assembled in Yeoval Hall to bid farewell to Corporal Ian and Troopers Major and 
Malcolm MacCulloch.  “At 8 p.m. the soldier lads (or, as they are styled at Liverpool, ‘The inseparable 
triplets') in complete uniform entered the hall with their mother amidst shouts and cheers and singing of 
'They Are Jolly Good Fellows.’  During the evening Mr. J. Whittaker, on behalf of their Yeoval friends, 
presented each departing soldier with a set of pipes in case, and expressed the wish that they would be 
spared to return with honor and glory”. 

 
The three brothers embarked together on 
HMAS Argyllshire A8 on 30 Sep 1915 
(coincidentally the same ship their older 
brother Alister sailed on in May 1916), along 
with Cumnock soldiers, 2165 Lance Corp 
Arthur Johnston and 2212 Pte Percy Reilly, 
both serving with the 20th Btn. The soldiers 
were given a big send-off by a large crowd, 
with flags and banners waving, and streamers 
attached from shore to ship. The soldiers slept 
in hammocks which were put up each evening 
at 6pm and taken down each morning at 6am 
by designated soldiers.  

The troops were required to take part in daily physical exercise to keep fit. One form of popular 
entertainment throughout the journey was boxing competitions. The journey had a number of deaths and 
burials at sea, mostly from illness, including an outbreak of mumps. 
 
Soon after the farewell for the 3 brothers, their mother Kennedy also bid farewell to the Yeoval district 
after more than 25 years.  The Wellington Times - 21 Oct 1915, p5, reported that “A public farewell was 
tendered the departing lady in the Yeoval Hall on 4th October when, on behalf of her many friends, she 
was presented with a purse of sovereigns and a handsome dressing case suitably inscribed. The loss of 
such a valuable citizen is deeply regretted by the whole of the community, whose one united wish is that 
her future life may be crowned with health, happiness, and prosperity.” She departed to Sydney, living for 
a time at Lilli Pilli Point, near Sutherland. Kennedy MacCulloch died, aged 81yrs, on 22 July 1951 at 
Randwick, and was buried at Wellington General Cemetery.  
 
The Argyllshire arrived at Suez, Egypt, on 30 Oct 1915 and disembarked a day later. Ian MacCulloch was 
hospitalised with mumps on 31 October, and Malcolm was also hospitalised in Abbassia with mumps 
from 4 Nov -  3 Dec 1915.  
 
The three brothers served with ‘A’ squadron with the 6th LHR.  

“The main 6th LHB and were part of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade were serving on Gallipoli until                  
20 Dec 1915. Back in Egypt, the 2nd Light Horse Brigade became part of the ANZAC Mounted 
Division and, in April 1916, joined the forces defending the Suez Canal from a Turkish advance across 
the Sinai Desert. It fought at the battle of Romani on 4 August, at Katia the following day, and 
participated in the pursuit that followed the Turks' retreat back across the desert.  
 
The regiment spent late 1916 and early 1917 engaged on patrol work until the British advance into 
Palestine stalled before the Turkish bastion of Gaza. It was involved in the two abortive battles to 
capture Gaza directly (27 March and 19 April) and then the operation that ultimately led to its fall - the 
wide outflanking move via Beersheba that began on 31 October.  
 
With the fall of Gaza on 7 November 1917, the Turkish position in southern Palestine collapsed. The 
6th participated in the pursuit that followed and led to the capture of Jerusalem in December. The 
focus of British operations then moved to the Jordan Valley. In early 1918 the 6th was involved in the 
Amman (24-27 February) and Es Salt (30 April-4 May) raids, both of which were tactical failures but 
helped to convince the Turks that the next offensive would be launched across the Jordan.  
 
Instead, the offensive was launched along the coast in September 1918, with the 6th taking part in a 
subsidiary effort east of the Jordan. It was part of the force that captured Amman on 25 September, 
which proved to be its last major engagement of the war; Turkey surrendered on 30 October 1918.  

HMAS Argyllshire A8  



The 6th Light Horse was employed one last time to assist in putting down the Egyptian revolt of early 
1919.”   (www.awm.gov.au/collection/U51040) 
 

 “In August 1917 Malcolm was sent for a ten-day break at the Port Said rest camp. Seven days after 
his return to the 6th LHR, Malcolm was detached for duty with the 2nd Brigade Train.  
Malcolm re-joined his regiment on 20 September. On 2 Feb 1918 be became a driver with the 6 LHR. 
On 29 April, Malcolm was detached for service with the Australian & New Zealand Divisional Train for 
one week…  
Malcolm (as did his brother, Major) took a trade test for the Motorised Transport Section of the 
Australian Service Corps (ASC) on 3 Aug 1918. On 11 September he was transferred to the Service 
Corps as a driver. He was attached to the 35th Company of the ASC, and remained with them until 
April 1919. On 28 April Malcolm was transferred to the Red Cross, but a week later was laid low with a 
bout of malaria and spent a week in hospital.” (Wellington’s Finest - Trevor Munro & Graeme Hoskin, 2005) 

 
Malcolm left Kantara, Egypt on the Hospital Transport SS Oxfordshire on 10 July 1919. His brother Pte 
Major MacCulloch was also on board. They disembarked at Sydney on 17 Aug 1919 and being 
discharged from the AIF on 17 Sep 1919. He was awarded the   
1914/15 Star, the British War and the Victory medals for his service. 
 
The Wellington Times - 27 Oct 1919, p4, reported that the four 
MacCulloch soldiers were welcomed back to Yeoval at a social held 
on 22 Oct 1919.  They all received gold medals (as pictured) from the 
“Yeoval & District Friends on their Return from Active Service”, 
obtained from FS Wilmot, a Wellington jeweller. 
 
On his return to Australia Malcolm “worked for the Elliott sisters on 
their property at Breeza, near Tamworth. From there Malcolm moved 
to Winton, QLD, droving and working on various stations. Malcolm then worked for many years with the 
Australian and New Zealand Land Company in Queensland.”  
(Wellington’s Finest - Trevor Munro & Graeme Hoskin, 2005) 
 
The 1928, 1930 & 1931 Australia Electoral Rolls for Maranoa/Charleville, QLD, list Malcolm as working 
as a jackeroo at “Oakwood.” 
 
Malcolm married Nellie Campbell Baird on 4 Feb 1931 at Townsville. They had two daughters, Helen and 
Marion. Malcom and Nellie are listed in the 1931, 1934, 1937 Australia Electoral Rolls for Kennedy/
Richmond as living on “Maxwell Station” where Malcolm was the station manager. 

Malcolm enlisted on 29 Nov 1940 in the  Army Citizen Military Forces during WW2. His rank was 
Lance Sergeant and his posting on discharge on 29 Oct 1943 was with the 6 Aust Adv Depot. 

The 1943 Australia Electoral Rolls for Reid/Homebush have Malcolm and Nellie as living at 11 Abbotsford 
Road and Malcolm working as a station manager. By the 1949 Australia Electoral Rolls for MacArthur/
Camden the couple were listed as living at Cobbitty Road, Cobbitty, with Malcolm listed as a farmer. 

Cobbitty is a village of the Macarthur Region near the town of 
Camden.  

The 1954 and 1958 Electoral Rolls for Lowe/Burwood/Homebush list 
Malcolm and Nellie as living on Abbotsford Road and Malcolm 
working as a storeman.  

By the 1963 Electoral Rolls for MacKellar/Pittwater, the couple had 
moved to 100 Whale Beach Road, Whale Beach, a northern 
beachside suburb of Sydney.  

Malcolm MacCulloch died, aged 72yrs on 24 Jun 1969 at Whale 
Beach, NSW.  Nellie MacCulloch died aged 84yrs,  on 5 Aug 1988, at 
Whale Beach. 
 
Malcolm features in the WW1 book, “Wellington’s Finest” by                     
Trevor Munro & Graeme Hoskin, 2005. 
 

 
By Peter Tremain, Dianne Strahan & Val McKenzie, July 2020. 


