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Biography: 
 

James Neil McFarlane was born on 25 May 1883, at Alva, Clackmannanshire, Scotland. Alva is a small 
town in the central lowlands of Scotland.  His parents were Margaret (nee Swaddon) and Robert (Dougal) 
McFarlane. Dougal McFarlane’s occupation was a hand loom woollen weaver. He and Margaret children 
included: Jane, Duncan, Margaret, Douglas, James, John and David. 
 
In the 1901 Census for Alva/Clackmmanshire, James is listed as 18 years old and living with his parents 
and siblings at 69 Erskine Street, Alva. His occupation was listed as a Wood Carver. On his attestation 
papers, James stated that he did 4 years as an apprentice cabinet maker in Scotland. 
 
James McFarlane immigrated to Australia around 1910-1913. James was working for Christopher and 
Sarah Oates at “Burgoon” when he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 18 Apr 1916 at 
Cumnock. He stated he was 33 years and two months old, single, occupation a labourer and had served 
four years in the Territorial Force in Scotland. Dr Ivie Aird was his medical examiner and lists him as 5 feet 
8 inches tall, had blue eyes, light brown hair, a fair complexion and was of the Presbyterian denomination. 
His next of kin was listed as Mr Oates, “Burgoon,” Cumnock.  
 
James, aged 33 years, while at Liverpool Camp, married Jeannie McEwan Hawkins, aged 32 years, at 
Mosman on 5 Aug 1916. Jeannie was born in Woodall, Scotland, the daughter of James Hawkins 
(deceased), blacksmith, and Bessie McEwan/Hawkins. His next of kin was changed to his wife’s name 
and address. 
 
The Molong Express & Western District Advertiser - 19 Aug 1916, p7, reported: 

“Pte J N McFarlane, who was also on final leave, was played-off by the band on Saturday.” 
 
Pte James McFarlane embarked from Sydney per 
HMAT A14 Euripides on 9 Sep 1916, as a member of 
the 1st Btn, 20th Reinforcement, sailing to England via 
the Cape Route with 2000 “souls” on board. Also on 
board from Cumnock were Ptes Edgar Fountain - 6386 
(KIA 9 Apr 1917 in France), and Pte James Taylor - 
5695 of the 17th Btn.  
 
HMAT Euripides A14 called in at Durban on its way to 
England where the troops were marched for two miles 
to the YMCA where they were treated to refreshments. 
According to some soldiers’ letters written about the 
voyage, those on board the Euripides enjoyed a calm 
trip and disembarked at Plymouth on 26 Oct 1916.  
 
Pte McFarlane spent some months in the training 
camps in England before proceeding to Étaples, France, from Folkstone on 4 Feb 1917. He joined the             
1st Btn on 13 Feb which was then located at Fricourt, near Albert in, the Somme Department  of northern 
France and undergoing training and construction work. 

Private James Neil McFARLANE 
6281  — 1st Btn & 2nd Machine Gun Battalion 
 

Born: 25 May 1883, Alva, Clackmannanshire, Scotland 
 

Next of Kin: Wife, Mrs Jeannie McFarlane, Mosman. 
 

Occupation: Labourer 
 

District Connection: Molong, Cumnock 
 

Enlistment Date: 18 Apr 1916, Cumnock. 
 

Enlistment Age: 33 years 2 months. 
 

Embarkation: 9 Sep 1916 - Sydney, HMAT A14 Euripides  
 

Served: Western Front 
 

Fate: RTA 2 Jan 1919 
 

Honour Boards: Cumnock Memorial Gates 

HMAT A14 Euripides leaving  
Port Melbourne 11 Sep 1916. 
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On 19 Feb 1917, an accident occurred while the 1st Btn were training at Bresles. A premature explosion 
of a Mills Grenade at the bombing range killed 2 Privates and wounded a Officer and 10 Other Ranks (OR). 
 
Pte McFarlane was charged with “Disobedience of Orders in that he talked when ordered to stand to 
attention” on 19 July 1917, and was Confined to Barracks (CB) for 3 days. 
 
Virtual War Memorial Australia, 1st Btn AIF -  https://vwma.org.au/explore/units/320: 
 
“During February and early March 1917 the Battalion, as did all the combatants, suffered one of the 
coldest winters until then ever recorded in Europe. The Battalion experienced some time in the front line 
but saw little fighting. Surviving the bitter cold was the hardest task of all. 
 
On 3 Mar 1917 burial parties from the Battalion returned to the battlefield of Hilt Trench to locate the 
bodies of their comrades that had been left behind on the battlefield and to give them a decent burial. 
This quiet time continued until 7 April when the Battalion was involved in operations around Doignies and 
Demicourt up until 9 April with light casualties. The quiet time then resumed until 3 May 1917 when 1st 
Btn  was called forward into the front line during the second desperate attack against the German 
stronghold of Bullecourt, a heavily fortified town which was part of the supposedly impregnable 
Hindenburg Line defences which stretched almost unbroken from the coast of Belgium to the border of 
Switzerland. 
 
The next major move for the Battalion occurred on 26 July 1917 when it entrained and headed north for 
more training and some time for sports and recreation. This relief from frontline duties ended in 
September when it moved back into the frontline in Belgium east of Ypres where on 20 September it 
relieved 11th Battalion at Halfway House. 
 
On 2 Oct 1917 1st Battalion took part in the 
attack against the German defences on 
Westhoek Ridge in preparation for a further 
attack on Broodseinde Ridge, a desperate 
attack in the most appalling conditions of mud, 
slush, torrential rain and flooded shell holes. 
Remaining in the frontline for six days the            
1st Btn suffered over 113 Killed in Action (KIA) 
including three officers. A further 10 ORs 
Wounded In Action (WIA) subsequently Died Of 
Wounds (DOW) over the next two weeks.” 
 
Pte McFarlane was WIA on 2 Oct 1917, 
receiving a gunshot wound to his chest and right thigh and being transferred to England on 15 October. 
He was admitted to the Queen Mary’s Military Hospital, Whalley, Lancashire the following day. 
 
Pte McFarlane was charged with “AWL from hospital from 5.30 pm 18 Nov until 5 am 19 Nov 1917” and 
had to forfeit 2 days pay. He was granted furlough in London from 23 Nov to 7 Dec before marching into 
No 1 Command Depot, Sutton Veny. On 21 Dec he was admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological 
Hospital at Bulford, Wiltshire, with venereal disease, where he was treated for 71 days and discharged on 
11 Mar 1918. 
 
On 22 Apr 1918, Pte McFarlane was transferred to the 2nd Machine Gun Company (MGC) for training at 
Grantham, Lincolnshire. He was transferred to France on 2 Jul 1918 and marched out to join the           
2nd MGC on 10 July which was then located on the front line at Glisy, near Amiens. 
 
On 29 Aug 1918, while the 2nd MGC was still on the front line at Cappy, east of Amiens on the banks of 
the River Somme, Pte McFarlane accidently fractured his right ankle and was transferred to England on 1 
September and hospitalised at the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford. 
 
On his way home to Australia leaving England on 18 Dec 1918, on HT Aeneas, Pte McFarlane was 
reported of having had Influenza. The Maitland Daily Mercury - Wed 12 Feb 1919, p2, reported: 
 

“The troops aboard the troopship Aeneas, numbering 386, disembarked at Woolloomooloo yesterday  
[11 February] having spent the requisite four days in quarantine. The troopship has been a clean ship 
since her departure from England, and no case of suspicious sickness was found on board her that 
morning. Spoken to regarding the conditions aboard the vessel, the returned men said they had no 
complaint to make; they had a splendid trip.” 

Broodseinde Ridge, Belgium, 5 Oct 1917. 
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James McFarlane was discharged from the AIF on 25 Mar 1919, and received the British War Medal and 
the Victory Medal. 
 
It does not appear that James McFarlane returned to Cumnock on his return to Australia as his name 
does not appear in any Soldiers’ Welcome Home newspaper articles during 1919. His wife Jean was 
living in Mosman during the war years. 
 

Jean and James had two sons, Douglas and James. James served in the Australian Army in WW2 as 
Warrant Officer Class 1, NX190092 - 11 Australian Small Ships Company, enlisting on 8 Nov 1943 and 
discharged on 12 Aug 1947. 
 

According to the Electoral rolls James and Jean lived at Penshurst from 1930, and James’ occupation 
was listed as a mail officer. 
 
Jean McFarlane died, aged 75 years, on 20 Oct 1959 and her funeral 
service was held at Woronora Crematorium.  
 
James McFarlane died, aged 86 years, on 24 Dec 1969, but is registered in 
the NSW Death Index in 1970, at Narrabeen. He was interred in the Garden 
of Remembrance, Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney. 
 
James Neil McFarlane also features on the website:                                                            
Doing our bit, Mosman 1914-1918 -- James Neil McFarlane  

 
Dianne Strahan & Val McKenzie, September 2022, www.cumnocknswmemorials.com 
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https://www.mosman1914-1918.net/people/11538/

