
Corporal Elizabeth SPENCE  
NF 462711 - Australian Women’s Army Service (AWAS) 
 

Brief Biography: 
 

Elizabeth Spence was born on 23 Apr 1922 at Drummoyne, 
Sydney. Her parents were Clara and James Francis Spence.  
James Spence married Clara Elizabeth Fryar at Manly, Sydney, 
 in 1919. They had three children - James, Elizabeth and Jean.  
 
Clara died at Lewisham Hospital, Sydney on 4 Feb 1932, aged 
33yrs. James remarried in Sydney in 1933 to Alice Maude Bratby.  
In 1937 they were living at Five Dock, Sydney, and James was 
working as a civil engineer. 
 
In October 1941, James Francis Spence was appointed as engineer 
to the Amaroo Shire Council, based in Cumnock, NSW. On            
26 Mar 1942 James enlisted with the Australian Army, but later 
enlisted with the RAAF on 24 Aug 1944 (N350087 & 128259). He 
was discharged from the RAAF on 20 Jan 1945. He resigned his 
position as the Amaroo Shire Council engineer in September 1945 to take up the position as Engineer for 
Bland Shire Council based at West Wyalong. He died, aged 50 years, in Broken Hill, on 5 Sep 1950.  
 
Elizabeth (known as Betty) enlisted in the Australian Women’s Army Service on 6 Jul 1943 at Paddington, 
aged 21 years, her occupation was a stenographer/typist, and she had a Secretarial diploma.  She was          
5 feet 1 inch tall, had hazel eyes, dark brown hair and a dark complexion.  
 
Betty’s brother James (Jim) Spence served in both the Australian Army (N199599 & NX160383 
Bombardier) and the Royal Australian Air Force (445871 Aircraftman 2). 
 
Betty attended a clerical school in NSW for two days in July 1943 and then assigned to 4 AWAS. On               
24 Aug 1943 she was graded from a Group 3 Clerk to a Group 2 Stenographer. Betty was promoted to 
Acting Corporal on 2 Mar 1945 and to Corporal on 12 Jun 1945.  
 
The West Wyalong Advocate – 15 Apr 1946, p1, reported that: 
 “Corporal Betty Spence AWAS, and her fiancée, Sgt. John Shepherd, were returning to Sydney after 
spending leave with Mr & Mrs JF Spence at West Wyalong.” 
  
Corporal Spence was discharged from the AWAS on 30 Sep 1946, having spent her war years in NSW. 
She is listed on the WW2  Honour plaque of the War Memorial Gates, Cumnock.    
 
The Sun (Sydney) – 10 Nov 1946, p13, reported her marriage: 
“Grimm Memorial Church, Drummoyne, was the scene of the marriage yesterday of Miss Betty Spence of 
West Wyalong, and Mr John H Shepherd, of Waverly. Bride is the daughter of Mr and Mrs JF Spence, 
who are in town for the wedding…”  
 
John Hartley Shepherd had served as a Lance Sergeant (N85218 & NX119818) in the Australian Army 
from 7 Sep 1942 – 15 Apr 1946. 
 
Betty and John Shepherd lived at 56 Woodland 
Street, Balgowlah Heights, Sydney, from the 1960s 
to the 1980s. John Shepherd died, aged 86 years, 
at Sydney on 6 Aug 2008. 
 
Betty Shepherd died, aged 88 years, at Narrabeen 
on 5 Mar 2011. She and John are both interred at 
the Macquarie Park Cemetery and Crematorium, 
North Ryde. 
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