
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief Biography: 

James Spence was born on 3 Dec 1923 at Drummoyne, Sydney. His parents were Clara and James 

Francis Spence. James Francis Spence married Clara Elizabeth Fryar at Manly, Sydney, in 1919. They had 

three children - James, Elizabeth and Jean. Clara died at Lewisham Hospital, Sydney on 4 Feb 1932, aged 

33yrs. James remarried in Sydney in 1933 to Alice Maude Bratby. In 1937 they were living at Five Dock, 

Sydney, and James was working as a civil engineer. 

In October 1941, James Francis Spence was appointed as engineer to the Amaroo Shire Council, based in 

Cumnock, NSW. On 26 Mar 1942 James Francis Spence enlisted with the Australian Army, but later 

enlisted with the RAAF on 24 Aug 1944. He was discharged from the RAAF on 20 Jan 1945. He resigned 

his position as the Amaroo Shire Council engineer in September 1945 to take up the position as Engineer 

for Bland Shire Council based at West Wyalong.  

On 23 Dec 1942, James Spence signed up with the Australian Army at Darwin, having previously served 

with the Citizen Military Forces (N199599). His locality on enlistment was stated as Cumnock, NSW. His 

army number was NX160383 and he had the rank of Bombardier with the HQ 57 Aust S/L Mobile Battery 

on discharge on 23 Aug 1944. The following day 24 Aug 1944, he joined the Royal Australian Air Force, No 

445871. On discharge on 2 Aug 1945, he had the rank of Aircraftman 2 and had been posted at 6 Stores 

Depot, Dubbo. 

Corporal Jim Spence was noted in local news reports in June and July 1944 as visiting his mother in 

Cumnock while on leave.  

James Spence married Judith Fay Hansby at Bondi in 1952. They had a daughter, Robyn Anne. According 

to the Australian Electoral Rolls for Phillip/Bondi, James and Judith lived at Bondi between 1954 and 1958, 

and James’ occupation was that of teacher. By 1963 the couple had moved to Lane Cove and remained 

there up to the 1980 Bennelong/Mowray Electoral Roll index, with James still listed as a teacher.  

James Spence died on 26 Jun 2006 at Chatswood, Sydney, aged 84 years. His wife Judith died on                     

3 Jul 2014 at Crow’s Nest, Sydney, aged 86 years. 
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