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Barrington Lloyd Obed West was born on 8 Jun 1924 in Molong, the youngest child of Richard and Jane
(nee Whitfield) West, who were married in 1903 in Picton. His siblings were: Dorothy b1904; Enid b1905; 
William b1907; and Joyce b1912.  
 
Richard, Jane and their family moved to the Cumnock area around 1916 when he leased 2363 acres of 
crown land at Burgoon, according to the Molong Express & Western District Advertiser (WDA) -                    
16 Sep 1916, p7. He was reported as living at “Macclesfield” in 1922. Richard was also a woolclasser and 
undertook contract shearing on other properties.  
 
The Molong Express & WDA - 3 Oct 1925, p11, reported on the death of William West, aged 18 years, at 
the Molong Hospital on 27 Sep 1925, from tetanus, caused by a splinter injury to his his right hand. 
 
Barrington West enlisted in the RAAF on 5 Aug 1942 at Sydney, aged 18 years. He was single and his 
father Richard West, of “Maccesfield”, Cumnock, was noted as his next of kin. His occupation was listed 
as a farmer, he was 5 feet 9 inches tall, had blue eyes, brown hair and a fair complexion. His religious 
denomination was Church of England. Barrington stated that he was educated to the intermediate 
standard at Newington College, Stanmore, Sydney. 
 
Barrington West served as a Guard with the rank of Aircraftman on enlistment until 5 Feb 1943 when he 
became a Leading Aircraftman (LAC). On 21 Mar 1944 he was promoted to Acting Corporal from              
21 Mar - 31 Aug 1944, when he reverted to LAC.   
 
His Operational Service included: 
No 548 Squadron, Strathpine, QLD - 15 Dec 1943.  
No 548 Squadron, Livingstone, NT, an outer rural locality 48.5 km from Darwin - 5 Jul 1944 
Security  Guard Unit, Nightcliffe, Darwin, NT - 31 Aug 1944 
No. 1 Airfield Defence, Nightcliffe, Darwin, NT - 7 Apr 1945 
No 548 Squadron, Livingstone, NT - 30 Apr 1945 
No. 2 Reserve Personnel Pool, 54 Mile, NT - 14 Jun 1945 
No. 2 Personnel Depot, Bradfield Park, North Sydney - 19 Jun 1945 
 
LAC West served in the RAAF for 2 years and 10 months before being discharged on 25 June 1945 on 
compassionate grounds. He was awarded the War Medal 1939/45 and the Defence Medal. 
 
Barrington’s father, Richard West, had written to RAAF Headquarters asking for his son’s early release 
from the RAAF, as he was unable to cope with looking after his property on his own. A report by the Civil 
Police in Cumnock into this claim stated that Mr West was 64 years of age, in poor health and had no 
assistance to help with the farm work.  Mr West had a property, “Maccesfield,” of 2300 acres on which he 
ran 1500 sheep and cultivated land for wheat, millet and clover. Mrs Jane West had been invalided as a 
result of a stroke 10 years previously and was paralysed and incapable of walking or attending to 
domestic duties. Her daughter, Dorothy, a nurse, took care of her and attended to domestic duties. 
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Barrington, also known as Barry, worked on the family farm at “Maccesfield,” after his discharge.  
 
The Wellington Times - 21 Jul 1949, p5, reported: 
    “Miss Betty Bayley, of Singleton, arrived by air on Friday last at Bathurst, where she was met by her 
fiancé, Mr Barry West, of ‘Macclesfield,’ Cumnock. He motored her to Orange, and his sister, Miss 
Dorothy West, accompanied them to Cumnock, where Miss Bayley is enjoying a holiday.” 
 
Barrington West married Betty Bailey in Newcastle in 1950. “Maccesfield” was advertised for sale in the 
second half of 1952 and was bought by Finlay McInnes who is listed as living at “Maccesfield” in the 
Australian Electoral Roll (AER) for Lawson/Cumnock in 1954. 
 
Richard, Jane and their daughter Dorothy, are listed in the AER for 1954 as living at 91 Warne Street, 
Wellington. Jane West died, aged 82 years, in Wellington on 21 Dec 1962 and Richard West died, aged 
84 years, in Wellington on 2 Oct 1965. 
 
The Wellington Times - 28 Jul 1952, p5, reported: 
   “Mr and Mrs Barry West, of “Coonewarra,” Spicers Creek, welcomed a daughter to the family circle 
last Friday at Bindawalla.” 
 
Spicers Creek is a small settlement about half way between Wellington and Gulgong. Barrington and 
Betty are listed as living at “Connewarra”, Spicers Creek, in the AER between 1954 - 1980. Barry’s 
occupation is listed as a grazier. The 1977 and 1980 AER also list a David Barrington West, Jackeroo, 
as residing at “Connewarra.” 
 
Barrington West died, aged 86 years, at Dubbo, on 2 Feb 2011. Betty West died, aged 95 years, at 
Dubbo, on 3 Sep 2019.  
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Left: Cumnock War Memorial Gates, with 
honour plaques for the Boer War, WW1, 
WW2, and Vietnam veterans. Obley Street, 
Cumnock. The WW2 plaque lists 
Barrington West. 
 
Below left: WW2 Honour Roll for 
Newington School, Stanmore, Sydney, 
listing Barrington West. 
 
Below right: Early photo of Barrington 


