Pte Francis James WILKIN
7052 - 2nd Battalion, 23rd Reinforcements

Born: 1885, Charlton, Victoria

Next of Kin: Wife - Mrs Lila Wilkin, Trangie, NSW
Occupation: Farmer

District Connection: Obley, Trangie

Enlistment Date: 8 Nov 1916

Enlistment Age: 32 years 2 months

Embarkation: 9 Nov 1916 Sydney HMAT A24 Benalla
Served: Western Front

Fate: RTA 1 May 1919

Honour Boards: Obley War Memorial, Cumnock War
Memorial Gates & Trangie War Memorial

Biography:

Francis (known as Frank) James Wilkin was born in 1885, in Charlton, Victoria, the son of Francis George
Wilkin and Elizabeth (nee Bennett) Wilkin. Francis and Elizabeth had six children - Ethel, Arthur, Francis
James, Herbert Thomas, Alfred and Clarence. Francis married again to Mary Cavanagh in 1896 and they
had two children - Walter (Paddy), and John (Jack).

Clarence’s father, Francis Wilkin, was from Drysdale, Victoria, where he learnt the trades of blacksmith,
wheelwright and engineering. He moved to the Obley district in 1888 on a block of 1,280 acres. After

4 years, Francis sold his block moved to Obley where he built a store, (photo below) employed a manager
there and bought into the town hotel. His wife Elizabeth died in childbirth in 1894, aged 36 years. Francis
remarried Mary (Mollie) Cavanagh in 1896. They had two children — Walter and John. Francis started a
blacksmith and wheelwright business in 1905. Francis Wilkin died on 4 Dec 1914 at his property,
“Trafalgar”. Mary Wilkin died in Sep 1915. Obley was a thriving mining village from the 1890s to the
1920s, but now no longer exists as a township.

The Obley lads were a lively bunch and kept the local police busy. According to the Wellington Times - 16 Jan 1905,
p2, Francis was charged with using “obscene language” and fined 20s, and costs of 4s 10d, or 7 days.

Frank Wilkin married Lila Lillian Draper at Narromine in 1911. The Australian Electoral Roll list him as working as a
labourer in Trangie in 1913. The Sydney Morning Herald - 20 Oct 1914, p4, reported:

“Voluntary Sequestration - Francis James Wilkin, labourer, of Trangie. Mr W. H. Palmer, official assignee.”
Pte Francis James WILKIN, enlisted in the AIF at Dubbo on 23 Jan 1916, aged 31 years. His NOK was his wife, Lila.

His occupation was a blacksmith, and his medical examination stated that he was 5 feet 9% inches tall, had grey
eyes, mid-brown hair, medium complexion and was of the Church of England religious denomination.
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Pte Frank Wilkin embarked on s
9 Nov 1916 at Sydney HMAT A24 | h
Benalla as a member of the 2nd
AlF battalion. The Benalla arrived
at Durban on 30 Nov and left on

1 Dec. On 4 Dec the ship arrived
in Capetown.

Pte Frank Wilkin was charged
with being Absent Without Leave
(AWL) for 6 hours on 4 Dec and
forfeited 3 days pay. The Benalla :
sailed the same day and arrived HMAT A24 Benalla docked at Capetown, 4 Dec 1916.
at Freetown, Sierra Leone, on

15 Dec staying there five days. The

ship next arrived at Dakar on 22 Dec and left on the 27 Dec, arriving in Devonport on 9 Jan 1917, a
voyage of 62 days.

The Maitland Daily Mercury - 4 Feb 1917, p4, reported in a letter from Pte Fred Hamson -2580, 38th Btn,
that:

“He left Sydney on the Benalla on 9th November. He had a pleasant trip over, and a good time at
Durban... They had eleven deaths going over, and a lot of sickness on board. At Dakar they weren'’t
allowed to land but a lot of them swam 300 yards to the place...”

The Australian War Memorial Troopship Benalla record, states that Influenza, Measles, Mumps and
Meningitis were prevalent during the voyage.

Pte Wilkin spent the next few months with the 1st Training Battalion before o Beaulencourt
embarking at Folkestone on 3 May 1917 and disembarking on 4 May at e
Etaples, France. He was one of 140 reinforcements who joined the 2nd Btn on
10 May at Beaulencourt, France. The 2nd Btn had been in action on an attack
on the Hindenburg Line from 3rd - 8th May and suffered 196 casualties.

The 2nd Btn spent the rest of May, June and July training and undertaking
military exercises.

On 2 Aug 1917, Pte Wilkin reported sick with haemorrhoids and was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary
Hospital, England, for treatment. He received furlough leave from Hurdcott from 2-16 September.

On 9 Nov 1917, Pte Wilkin was classified as B1a4 which curtailed the amount of activity he was allowed
to do. He was reclassified as A3 on 11 Dec 1917, which meant that he would be fit when hardened to
exercise. He was charged at Hurdcott with being AWL from 10 pm 28 Dec 1917 until 3.26 pm on

3 Jan 1918 and forfeited 14 days pay.

Pte Wilkin proceeded from Southhampton on 1 Feb 1918 to disembark at Havre on 2 Feb. He rejoined
the 2nd Btn on 6 Feb 1918. The battalion were at the time training in the Meteren area, Holland. At the
end of the month the battalion moved by train to the Somme valley and helped to stop the German spring
offensive in March and April.

On 21 Mar 1918, Pte Wilkin was injured from gas shelling. He was sent to England and admitted to
hospital in Woolwich. On 19 April he was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford. On 15 May
he was transferred to the No 3 Com Depot at Hurdcott.

Pte Wilkin stayed in England for the remainder of 1918 and for five months into 1919. He was up on
charges for being AWL or other offences a further five times during this period, losing many days pay.
His last offence was for being AWL from 7 Jan - 12 Jan 1919 and also for tendering a fraudulent Doctor’s
certificate. The penalty for these two offences were that he received 3 days Field Punishment No 2,
which consisted of heavy labouring duties and being restrained in handcuffs or fetters, and he also
forfeited 34 days pay.

Pte Wilkin embarked on SS China at Devonport on 1 May and disembarked in Australia on 11 Jun 1919.
He was discharged on 11 Jun 1919. He received the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.



Two of his brothers also served during WW1:

5210 Sapper Clarence WILKIN - 1st Tunnelling Coy, blacksmith, enlisted at Dubbo in the AIF on
26 Oct 1915, aged 23 years. He RTA on 20 Apr 1919.

18290 Pte Walter Claude WILKIN - 54th Btn, labourer, enlisted at Dubbo on 14 Jan 1916, aged 18
years. NOK was his brother Jack Wilkin, Yeoval. He was discharged from the AIF at Bathurst on
6 Jun 1916 as being medically unfit due to muscular disability of the left leg.

Between 1930 to 1936, Frank and Lila were living at Bathurst where Frank worked as a labourer. By
1943 the Australian Electoral Rolls listed the couple living at 50 Cavendish Street, Petersham, inner west
Sydney, with Frank’s occupation continuing as a labourer.

Frank and Lila had two children, Madeline Elizabeth and Sidney Francis Wilkin. Sidney served in the
RAAF in WW2 as 6089 Leading Aircraftman, enlisting on 6 Nov 1939 and being discharged on
16 Sep 1943.

Francis James Wilkin died on 9 Nov 1955, aged 71 years, at Concord Repatriation Hospital, Sydney.
Lila died on 17 Mar 1961, aged 67 years, at Petersham. They are buried at the Rookwood Cemetery,
Sydney.

The Wilkin family features in the book, “Obley on the Little River” by Colleen Medley, published 1993, and a
photo of Frank and his brother Clarence, is on page 745 in “Wellington’s Finest” by Trevor Munro &
Grahame Hosken, published 2005.
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