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Sergeant Harry WILLIAMS 
NX135985 (N32782, NX52850) - 19th Battalion AIF 
 
Biography: 
Harry Williams was born on 15 Sep 1917 at Carcoar to Henrietta 
Lucy (nee Blowes) and James Williams. He was the 2nd youngest of 
eight children: Clarence John B1905, Henrietta Olive b1906, 
Clements (Ted) b1908, Rita Doria b1911, Gordon Henry b1912, 
John Kerryn b1915, Harry b1917, and Muriel Jane b1918. 
 
Henrietta Williams, age 43 years, died on 9 Aug 1926, when Harry 
was only 9 years old. Harry attended Carcoar Public School for his 
primary school education. 
 
Harry’s sister, Henrietta (known as Olive), married William 
Drummond on 29 Dec 1834, in Sydney. William was a Ford Motor 
Garage Proprietor in Cumnock where they settled to live. Sgt William 
Drummond enlisted in the RAAF - 65344 5 Mobile Works Squadron, 
on the I Jun 1942 and was discharged on 20 Aug 1945. William and Olive moved from Cumnock to 
Sydney in the late 1940s. 
 
Harry moved to Cumnock in the mid 1930s and played cricket and football around the district. He enlisted 
in the Australian Infantry Forces (AIF) on 5 Jul 1940, aged 22 yrs 9 months. He stated he was working as 
a station hand at “Geneffe,” Cumnock, at the time and listed his father, James Williams of Rodd Street, 
Carcoar, as his next of kin. His medical examination stated that he was 5 feet 11 inches tall, had hazel 
eyes, brown hair, a medium complexion and was of the Presbyterian religious denomination.  
 
Pte Williams spent his first few months at the 1 Pioneer Training Battalion (Btn) at Wallgrove (now called 
Eastern Creek), outside Sydney. He was taken on strength with the Darwin Infantry Btn on 4 Nov 1941 
and arrived in Darwin on 24 Jan 1941, receiving a promotion to Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) on 16 Aug 1941. 
 
L/Cpl Williams was serving in Darwin for the first Bombing of Darwin, on 19 Feb 1942. On that day,          
242 Japanese aircraft, in two separate raids, attacked the town and ships in Darwin Harbour and the 
town’s two airfields. Around 236 people were killed, 300-400 were wounded, 30 aircraft were destroyed,             
11 vessels were sunk and 25 ships were damaged. Further Japanese bombings occurred between March 
1942 to November 1943, the heaviest of which occurred on 16 June 1942. 
 
L/Cpl Williams attended the Northern Territory Force School from 7 July - 26 July 1942 and was 
transferred to the Australian Infantry Forces (AIF) with the Army No. NX135985 on 14 Jul 1942 to serve 
with the 19th Btn. He is reported in The Carcoar Chronicle - 9 Oct 1942, p2, as “Spending leave with his 
family in Carcoar.” 
 
The Wellington Times - 25 Feb 1943, p6, reported in the Cumnock section: 
   “Corporal H Williams has been on a visit to his sister, Mrs W Drummond. Corporal Williams was one of 
the first of the AIF to be sent to Darwin, and was there during the first heavy air raid by the Japanese.” 
 
L/Cpl Williams was transferred from Narallan, NSW to QLD on 29 Mar 1943 and was promoted to Acting 
Corporal on 24 May 1943. He embarked in Cairns on 2 July and disembarked in Port Moresby, New 
Guinea, on 4 Jul 1943. 
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   “By 1943 the main fighting had moved beyond Papua into New Guinea, leaving the area between Milne 
and Nassau Bays largely undefended. Consequently, in July the 19th, as part of the 6th Brigade, was sent 
to the Buna area, where it carried out patrols, laboured on working parties, and performed other garrison 
duties. 
 
At the end of May 1944 the Brigade was transported to New Guinea, first to Lae and then Bulolo in June. 
The time at Bulolo was considered to be a rest period and in September the battalion was ordered back to 
Lae. While on the move, the brigade was rumoured to be receiving an operational roll, which was 
seemingly confirmed at Lae when the brigade received an influx of reinforcements. 
 
The 6th Brigade was originally part of the 4th Division but in New Guinea was placed under the command 
of the 3rd Division.”  
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Cpl Williams attended NG Force Training Schools for weapon training from 21 Apr - 21 May 1944. He 
embarked at Lae on 3 September and disembarked at Townsville on 8 Sep 1944.  
 
The Lyndhurst Shire Chronicle - 27 Sep 1944, p1; Carcoar section, reported: 
   “Spending leave in Carcoar is Cpl Harry Williams. Harry recently returned from New Guinea.” 
 
The Wellington Times - 5 Oct 1944, p12, Cumnock section, reported: 
   “Corporal Harry Williams, AIF, has been spending portion of his leave with his sister, Mrs W Drummond, 
of Cumnock. Corporal Williams has returned from an island base.” 
 
On 28 Oct 1944, Cpl Williams embarked from Townsville and arrived in Lae on 1 Nov 1944. He was 
promoted to Acting Sergeant on 23 Jan 1945 and to Sergeant on 20 Apr 1945. 
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   “In the third week of September 1944, the 6th Brigade was allocated to the 5th Division which was 
scheduled to go to New Britain. Thus, the 6th Brigade was finally given an operational role. 
 
Rather than carry out a major offensive against the Japanese, the much smaller Australian force used 
active patrolling to confine the Japanese to Rabaul and the Gazelle Peninsula. The 14th/32nd was the first 
battalion to arrive, landing at Jacquinot Bay, in November. It was followed by the 36th and 19th. The 6th 
Brigade pushed up the coast by barge and on foot. By the end of February 1945 the 19th had crossed the 
Mevelo River and was patrolling east to the Wulwut River. 
 
The Japanese had prepared a series of defensive positions on the Waitavalo ridge, overlooking the 
Wulwut. On 5 March the 19th crossed the river and captured a series of Japanese positions. By                     
mid-March the 19th reached Bacon Hill, on the crest of the 
Waitavalo ridge and the main Japanese position in the 
Waitavalo-Tol Plantation area. The 19th was relieved by the 
14th/32nd, which captured the hill on 18 March. With the 
capture of Bacon Hill, the Australians established a line across 
the neck of the Gazelle Peninsula. The Australians held the 
line and patrolled forward for the rest of the war but did not 
make any major move beyond it into Japanese-controlled 
territory. 
 
In April, after almost two years in New Guinea and New 
Britain, the 19th, 14th/32nd, and other units from the 6th 
Brigade, returned to Australia for leave and further training. 
But the war was coming to end and the 19th and the 6th 
Brigade were disbanded in July 1945.” 
 
Sgt Williams embarked on HMT Duntroon on 10 May 
1945 at Jacquinot Bay, New Britain, and arrived at 
Brisbane on 14 May 1945. He was hospitalised at 112 
Brisbane Military Hospital with Malaria from  5 - 21 Aug 
1945 and then spent time at the 102A Convalescent 
Depot. He was discharged from the AIF on 17 Jan 1946. 
He was awarded the 1939 -1945 Star, the Pacific Star, 
the Defence Medal and the Australia Service Medal 1939 
-1945. He is honoured on the Cumnock Memorial Gates 
WW2 Honour Plaque. 
 
Harry returned to Carcoar after his discharge and married 
Esmay Josephine Davis in Sydney on 2 Feb 1946.  
Esmay, who also grew up in Carcoar, had worked at a munitions factory in Orange during the war years. 
 
The couple moved to Sydney to live after their marriage and Harry joined the NSW Police Force. The 
couple had three children: Bernard, Michael and Christine. Harry Williams died, aged 57 years, at the 
Repatriation General Hospital, Sydney, on 13 Jul 1974. His funeral was celebrated at St Michael’s 
Catholic Church, Hurstville, and he was buried in the Catholic Lawn Cemetery, Rookwood.  
Esmay Williams died, aged 92 years, on 31 May 2012, and was buried at the Rookwood Cemetery, 
alongside her husband. 
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