
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief Biography: 
Martin William Willis was born on 21 Feb 1914, a son of Patrick and Louisa Willis. Patrick and Louisa 
Dowley married in Forbes in 1910 and had 5 children: John, Martin, Ernest, Ellen, Lorna and Arthur. The 
Willis family moved to Peak Hill to live from 1914 to 1929, when Patrick and Louisa then moved to 
Parkes. 
 
Martin (known as Wal) Willis was working as a labourer at “Pine View,” Peak Hill in 1937. He married 
Annie Joyce Sherringham on 15 Jan 1941, at St Matthew’s Church of England, Cumnock. Annie, known 
as Joyce, was the only daughter of John and Mary Sherringham, of “Happy Valley,” Cumnock. The 
couple were living at “Pine View,” Peak Hill after their marriage, where Wal was share farming. 
 
Wal, aged 27 years 9 months, enlisted in the Australian Army on 29 Nov 1941 while still at Peak Hill. His 
medical examination stated he was 6 feet tall, had brown hair, hazel eyes, a fair complexion and of the 
Church of England religious denomination. He was taken on strength with the 4 Auxiliary Horse Transport 
Company (4 AHTC) as a driver, at Bathurst on 3 Feb 1942.  
 
On 19 Feb 1942, Wal was admitted to hospital at Bathurst suffering from a Peptic Ulcer. He was 
discharged from hospital on 26 February. A son, John William Willis, was born at Orange on 24 Apr 
1942.  Wal was granted leave without pay from 8 May - 14 May 1942 and from 10 Jun -30 Jun 1942. He 
was injured with bruises and abrasions on 3 Jul 1942. He had further leave without pay from 12 Dec 
1942 to 1 Jan 1943 and rejoined the 4 AHTC at Bathurst the following day. 
 
Wal was granted leave without pay 24 Sep to 15 Oct 1943. On 19 October he was transferred to the               
4 Royal Australian Engineers (4 RAE) Training Btn at Kapooka, NSW. He was discharged from the Army 
on 17 Dec 1943 as “Being required for employment in an essential occupation. His address on discharge 
was “Merriwong,” Cumnock. He later sharefarmed at “Happy Valley,” Cumnock. 
 
In December 1944 and January 1945, Wal wrote a series of letters to the Editor at the Molong Express 
and Western District Advertiser (WDA), expressing his disapproval that Italian prisoners of war were 
taking the employment away from Australians and were often better treated than Australians.  
 
The Molong Express & WDA - 4 Jun 1948, p6, stated “Mr Wal Willis has returned home after three 
months in Randwick Hospital much improved in health.”  The Wellington Times - 15 Jul 1948, p10, 
reported the arrival of a son (Peter) for Mr and Mrs Wal Willis, at Wellington. The couple were living at a 
house at McLachlan Street, Cumnock, from 1949. 
 
Martin William Willis died, aged 46 years,  as the result of cancer on 2 Feb 1961 at Concord Repatriation 
Hospital, Sydney. He is interred at the Church of England portion of the Cumnock Cemetery. His wife, 
Joyce Willis died, aged 85 years, on 27 Dec 2005, at Orange.  
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